Short-term effects of mercury on survival, behaviour, bioaccumulation and ionic pattern in the catfish (Clarias lazera).
1. The fresh-water fish, Clarias lazera, was exposed to 13 lethal and sublethal concentrations of mercury. 2. The median tolerance limit (TLm) at different exposure periods, 24, 48, 72 and 96 hr, appears to be as follows: 0.96, 0.88, 0.81 and 0.72 ppm Hg2+/l, respectively. 3. From the subacute tests, the maximum acceptable toxicant concentration (MATC) for this fish was between 0.10 and 0.22 ppm Hg2+/l. 4. Behavioural changes, tissue Hg2+ distribution and serum ionic patterns were recorded during both the acute and subacute exposure periods.